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TREP in Kakamas handout, Departmental Strategic Session, Premier Saul meets Pescodia Business Forum, Northern
Cape Liquor Board Alcohol Abuse Dialogue, Green Hydrogen Summit, Green Hydrogen Masterplan Launch, Namakwa

Economic Growth Summit, John Taolo Gaetsewe Economic Growth and Investment Summit, EU Hydrogen Week,
DEDaT Annual General Meeting, Recap of heritage tourism Entrepreneurship Event, Accredited Nail Art Technician

training in Frances Baard, MEC Vosloo annual Christmas Celebrations

 M O R E  I N S I D E



fter the wonderful holiday celebrations, HOD ATM Mabija greets all coworkers. A
new and exciting year has begun, one that is full of dreams and the realization of
new objectives. We'll put in a lot of effort to develop the economy and put in
place prudent public financial management procedures.A

E D I T O R S  N O T E  |  MS THANDI MODIBELA
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Economic growth is still seriously hampered by load shedding. South Africa's growth
prospects are still ensnared by load shedding. The energy crisis has a disastrous impact on
investment and growth, and the hard economic conditions are not only making life difficult
for people but also eroding democracy.

Even with that happening the President launched a 1-billion-rand project in the Northern
Cape with the aim of assisting in reducing the housing backlog in the Northern Cape, as more
people have access to housing in urban and rural areas. Over the course of the next 12 to 18
months, in a programme valued at R1 billion, over 4,000 houses will be built in municipalities
across the province.

The most vulnerable members of our community will receive first consideration as recipients
of this massive housing project. When allocating these homes, we shall make an effort to
guarantee that the elderly, households headed by children, veterans of the armed forces, and
those with disabilities receive preference. This project is significant because it will also meet
the housing needs of those who fall into the category of the "missing middle," or those with
an income who are not eligible for commercial bank house loans or subsidized housing.

We ended the year on a powerful note with the MEC’s Outreach Programme in the ZF Mgcawu
region where he handed food parcels and food vouchers to the elderly and people living with
disabilities in ensuring that they have a joyous Christmas.

It is election year again and we are celebrating under the theme “Your Democracy, Own It”.
The creative celebrates the fruits of democracy by showcasing different, real-life experiences
of young South Africans from all corners of the country. In this quarter we are looking
forward to a vibrant year with the upcoming Consumer Rights Day celebrations that will be
taking place in March. Celebrating the day is a chance to demand that the rights of all
consumers are respected and protected, and to protest against market abuses and social
injustices which undermine those rights.

From the editorial team and myself we wish you all a prosperous new year.



The MEC for Finance, Economic Development and Tourism Hon Abraham Vosloo convened an
SMME Imbizo at Guardian Angels Nursery School in Kakamas, Kai Gariep Municipality. 

This Imbizo was intended to create a platform between the Department and SMMEs on the
roll out of phase two (2) of the Township and Rural Economic Programme (TREP), a flagship
programme developed by the Department of Economic Development and Tourism. 

This program is a manifestation of the defunct Growth and Development Programme (GEDF)
which was an anchor Programme aimed at providing financial support for SMMEs across
province. 

7 SMMEs in the Kai Gariep Municipality who qualified for the programme received equipment
during the Imbizo. Various stakeholders such as SEFA, SEDA, NEF and NYDA formed part of the
Imbizo.

The MEC outlined various measures of intervention towards SMME development that are
offered by the department as well as the stakeholders who were present. 

A handover of various items was done as follows:

5 beneficiaries received sets of overlock sewing machines;
A cheque to the value of R 20 000 to the Guardian Angels Nursery School;
A cheque to the value of R 20 000 to an NPO which runs a Soup Kitchen Meals on Wheels;
as well as 
Cheques to the value of R 10 000 each to 17 churches.

T R E P  I N  K A K A M A S  H A N D O V E R
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C H A R T I N G  T H E  C O U R S E :
E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T
A N D  T O U R I S M
D E P A R T M E N T ' S  S T R A T E G I C
S E S S I O N

In a recent milestone event, the Economic Development
and Tourism Department under the leadership of Mr. T
Mabija embarked on a strategic journey during an
intensive session with the management team on the 10th
October 2023. This gathering wasn't just a meeting; it was
a profound undertaking aimed at shaping the future
trajectory of the department.:

The primary objectives of this strategic session were clear
and resolute. Mr. T Mabija, Head of the Department,
spearheaded the effort to outline the future direction of
the department. The focus was on making well-considered
decisions and ensuring the allocation of resources towards
long-term goals. This session aimed not only to address
immediate challenges but also to safeguard the alignment
with the department's long-term vision.

As we navigate through the complexities of the economic
landscape, it is imperative to keep our sights set on the
long-term vision. Mr. T Mabija and his team understand the
significance of strategic planning in achieving sustainable
growth. By meticulously charting the course, the
department aims to create a robust framework that can
withstand challenges and capitalize on emerging
opportunities.

A key focus of the session was the prudent allocation of
resources. In an era where resources are finite, the
department is committed to ensuring that every
investment aligns with our overarching goals. This
disciplined approach will not only maximize the impact of
our initiatives but also foster accountability and
transparency within the organization.

As we move forward, this strategic session served as a
compass guiding us toward a future of sustainable
economic development and vibrant tourism. The
department is resolute in its commitment to excellence
and innovation. 
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P R E M I E R  S A U L  M E E T S  P E S C O D I A  B U S I N E S S
F O R U M

As part of Government’s ongoing programme of providing support to Small Businesses across the Province,
the Premier, Dr. Zamani Saul this evening met with the Pescodia Business Forum. 

The engagement was a follow up on the many engagements that the Business Forum has held with the
various Government Departments including the Premiers Office. Most recently the Premier convened the
forum in Pescodia, to ensure that, as Government, we better coordinate the assistance to the forum.

Key to the resolutions at the meeting was the need to provide training to the Forum, to ensure that they are
able to better access the entire basket of opportunities offered by Government.

N O R T H E R N  C A P E  L I Q U O R  B O A R D  A L C O H O L
A B U S E  D I A L O G U E

The Northern Cape Liquor Board with South
African Police Services (SAPS) and all relevant
stakeholders conducted an Alcohol Abuse
Dialogue programme at 6 Joint in kimberley as
one of their education and awareness
campaign. The aim is to direct relentless fight
of the scourge of alcohol abuse with the main
focus being vulnerable groups such as Youth,
pregnant women and GBV victims. 
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Minister of Electricity, Dr Kgosientsho Ramokgopa, along with MECs for Economic Development in the Northern
Cape and Eastern Cape address members of the media on the readiness of the Green Hydrogen Summit which
is taking place from 16 - 18 October at Century City Convention Centre in Cape Town.

In his remarks, MEC Abraham Vosloo articulated important strides taken by the Northern Cape Provincial
Government in putting forward a solid case of the Northern Cape Green Hydrogen pathway as an important
value proposition towards the development of Green Hydrogen and Ammonia in the next few years.

The MEC used the session to officially launch the Northern Cape Green Hydrogen Masterplan which will pave a
way for a Memorundum of Understanding between the province, the Eastern Cape and Western Cape,
crystalizing areas of collaboration and cooperation on this important initiative.

The signing of the Memorandum of Understanding between the 3 Cape Provinces, with the aim of enhancing
the Green Hydrogen potential of South Africa by coordinating and synergising the reaource and industrial base
that each province has to offer.

Furthermore through this partnership the development pathways are accentuated to enriching the countries
1st Frontier in terms of the South African Investment Strategy. The Northern Cape will be the lead aggregation
hub of GH2 with its 40 Gigawatt electrolyser SEZ, which is tremendous contributor to the energy mix of South
African and the global content. This is a commitment towards a GH2 transition. 

"Why The Boegoebaai Green Hydrogen Initiative in the Northern Cape. 

The potential that Green Hydrogen holds in enabling the Northern Cape to realize its industrialization
ambitions is immense. 

G R E E N  H Y D R O G E N  S U M M I T



G R E E N  H Y D R O G E N  M A S T E R P L A N  L A U N C H

MEC for Finance, Economic Development, and Tourism Hon Abraham Vosloo delivers High Level
Closing Remarks at the Green Hydrogen Energy Summit at the Century City Convention Centre
Cape Town.

In his remarks, Hon Vosloo articulated key components of the Northern Cape Green Hydrogen
Masterplan which he launched on Sunday, emphasing the need for collaborating with the
community of Ritchtersveld in the realization of the implementation of the Green Hydrogen
Project in the area.

"The Masterplan is anchored in community participation and we are of the view that the primary
beneficiaries of this project should be the hosting communities. We are also of the view that
immediate spinoffs of jobs and business opportunities should be focused on these communities.
We do not wish to repeat the mistakes of the past. 

Our province has a serious footprint of the Mining Sector and an extraction point of note where
the commodities get extracted from these Mines but the benefits of such activities are not felt
by the hosting communities. 

It is on that score that we should learn from the mistakes of the past and use this flagship
project to fix the damage that was done in the past. " Said Vosloo
Exciting times ahead for the Northern Cape! As we launch the Green Hydrogen Masterplan at the
2nd South African Green Hydrogen Conference, we're pioneering a sustainable future and
driving the Just Energy Transition pathway. 

Coupled with the Northern Cape's sunrise, Mining Industry, Green Hydrogen has the potential to
effect a paradigm shift in the fortunes of the people of the Northern Cape and the rest of South
Africa.

The Boegoebaai Green Hydrogen Initiative provides prestine opportunity for the Country and the
Province as it seeks to address the local challenges of unemployment, inequality and poverty,
and the global challenge of climate change.

The 40GW aspiration investment is estimated at US$120-200bn for the Hydrogen Production
facilities and Renewables, with an additional investment potential of US$180-200bn for
associated industrialization and infrastructure. "
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Big shoutout to our strategic partner, Sasol, for
concluding the Pre-Feasibility, paving  the way for this
groundbreaking masterplan. The Northern Cape is not
just dreaming of a greener future, we're making it
happen! Please check our website : www.ncgh2.co.za
to attain the provincial GH2 Masterplan.

http://www.ncgh2.co.za/
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The Namakwa Economic Growth and Investment Summit held on the 20th of November 2023 in
Springbok emerged as a pivotal event, bringing together key figures, including Premier Dr. Zamani
Saul, MEC for Finance, Economic Development, and Tourism Abraham Vosloo, and Executive Mayor
Mervin Cloote. This summit served as a platform to showcase the immense potential of the
Namakwa district and outline strategic plans for economic growth, infrastructure development,
and investment opportunities.

Executive Mayor Mervin Cloote set the tone for the summit by extending a warm welcome to a
diverse array of guests, from government officials to representatives of local radio stations. Mayor
Cloote's opening remarks focused on the ongoing infrastructure development in Springbok,
underscoring the commitment to creating a conducive environment for economic activities.
Mayor Cloote highlighted Namakwa's being the new investment frontier in the Southern African
Development Community (SADC). He emphasized the district's focus on tapping into land
development for Special Economic Zones (SEZ), signaling a strategic move to attract investments
that would further propel economic growth and development in the region.

Reiterating the district's mission, Mayor Cloote emphasized the commitment to becoming a
symbol of development. This overarching vision encapsulates the Namakwa district's dedication to
sustainable progress, economic empowerment, and the well-being of its residents.

MEC Abraham Vosloo took the stage to underscore the diverse developmental aspects within the
Namakwa district. He highlighted the abundance of resources, including mining land, agriculture,
tourism, renewable energy, and fishing. Emphasizing collaboration for a greater goal, MEC Vosloo
outlined the importance of the summit in informing the public and guiding potential investors
toward strategic opportunities for economic growth.
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N A M A K W A  E C O N O M I C  G R O W T H  S U M M I T



 intranet: http://econ.ncpg.gov.za:443
website: http://www.northern-cape.gov.za/dedat/
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MEC Vosloo drew attention to the vast renewable energy sources in Namakwa, including water, heat,
and air. He provided insights into the operation of the Special Economic Zones (SEZ), detailing the
district's plan to create a conducive environment for industrialization, economic diversification, and job
creation.

Premier Dr. Zamani Saul highlighted the unique advantages of the Namakwa region, emphasizing the
abundance of land, renewable energy sources, and minerals. He urged a positive mindset shift,
advocating for a focus on constructive trends rather than negative headlines.
Premier Saul detailed the government's initiatives to empower women, recognizing their significant
contribution to the population. He celebrated the progress made in the Northern Cape, particularly in
housing, running water, sanitation, and network connectivity across the province.
In a significant announcement, Premier Saul revealed the partnership with Sasol for the development of
a green hydrogen port. He highlighted the province's collaboration with Namibia, showcasing a
commitment to regional partnerships for sustainable development.

The Namakwa Economic Growth and Investment Summit 2023 illuminated a path toward prosperity for
the Namakwa district. With collaborative efforts, strategic plans for infrastructure development, and a
focus on renewable energy, the district is poised to become a beacon of economic growth in the SADC
region. The partnerships announced, especially the Sasol collaboration, underscore the commitment to
sustainable and innovative development in the Namakwa region.
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In a significant stride towards economic development and
investment, the John Taolo Gaetsewe (JTG) District recently
hosted a pivotal summit on the 23rd and 24th of November
in Kuruman. The summit, aimed at fostering economic
growth, was attended by esteemed dignitaries, including
Deputy Minister for Basic Education Dr. R Mhaule, Premier
Dr. Zamani Saul, MEC for Finance, Economic Development,
and Tourism, Abraham Vosloo, MEC for Roads and Public
Works F Makatong, and Executive Mayor Mogatle.

JOHN TAOLO GAETSEWE ECONOMIC GROWTH AND
INVESTMENT SUMMIT
 

The event kicked off with a warm welcome from Executive Mayor Mogatle, extending gratitude to the
government officials, traditional leaders, and all esteemed guests present. Following the warm
reception, Mayor Mogatle introduced the senior government officials who graced the occasion.

MEC F Makatong took the stage to introduce Deputy Minister Dr. Mhaule, praising her dedication and
willpower. Makatong expressed gratitude for the deputy minister's presence, emphasizing the
significance of her support. Deputy Minister Mhaule, in her address, reassured the audience that the
government is committed to their well-being. She lauded Premier Dr. Saul's efforts in developing the
province, transforming it into a modern and successful region. Furthermore, she assured the district
that she is actively leading the development structure in JTG, ensuring progress and prosperity.

Premier Dr. Saul took the stage with enthusiasm, expressing his delight at being in JTG—a place with a
rich history and cultural background. He stressed the importance of collaboration in achieving the
province's goals, urging attendees to work together. Dr. Saul emphasized the need to focus on positive
trendlines rather than negative headlines, fostering an environment conducive to development.



 intranet: http://econ.ncpg.gov.za:443
website: http://www.northern-cape.gov.za/dedat/

The premier provided valuable insights into the development plan for the entire Northern Cape,
highlighting specific focus areas. A key aspect of the plan involves bringing smaller towns closer and
actively involving them in various trades. Dr. Saul shed light on the skills development plan,
particularly in the areas of early childhood development, construction, and mining. This strategic
approach aims to empower the local population, ensuring they actively participate in and benefit from
the economic growth.

The John Taolo Gaetsewe District Economic Growth and Investment Summit proved to be a pivotal
moment in the region's development journey. With the active involvement of government officials,
including Deputy Minister Dr. R Mhaule and Premier Dr. Zamani Saul, the district is poised for
progress. The commitment to collaboration, positive development trends, and inclusive economic
strategies outlined during the summit signals a promising future for the people of JTG.
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Exhibitors were at the hydrogen week displaying their
innovative intensions from freight, vessels, motor

vehicles and a number of products which are hydrogen
fueled. South Africa and Belgium workshop was a high-

level workshop aimed at identifying sector which
involved in the GH2.

E U  H Y D R O G E N  W E E K
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MEC for Finance Economic Development and Tourism Hon Abraham Vosloo hosted the
Annual General Meeting of Department of Economic Development and Tourism today at
West End Club (Long Street Lounge).

This event is aimed at acknowledging the contribution of the Departmental Staff who have
been working around the clock to fulfill the mandate of the Department of growing the
economy and create much needed jobs.

The MEC also issued certificate of achievements to employees who are the beneficiaries of
the departmental bursary scheme who have obtained their qualifications from different
Institutions of Higher Learning.
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DEDAT ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
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Empowering Women in Tourism: Second Annual General
Meeting of the Provincial Women in Tourism Chapter

OThe Department of Economic Development and Tourism, in collaboration with the Northern
Cape Tourism Authority, took immense pride in supporting the Second Annual General
Meeting of the Provincial Women in Tourism Chapter. This event, took place December 5,
2023, which marked a significant stride in empowering and amplifying the voices of women in
the tourism industry.

The tourism industry is a dynamic and ever-evolving sector, and women play a crucial role in
shaping its landscape. The Provincial Women in Tourism Chapter provides a platform for
women to connect, collaborate, and contribute to the growth and development of tourism in
the Northern Cape.

The collaboration between the Department of Economic Development and Tourism and the
Northern Cape Tourism Authority underscores the commitment to fostering gender diversity
and inclusivity within the tourism sector. By supporting events like the Second Annual
General Meeting, these entities aim to create a supportive environment for women to thrive
and excel in their tourism-related endeavours.

The Second Annual General Meeting was a transformative experience for all participants. It
provided an opportunity for women in tourism to share their insights, discuss challenges,
and explore innovative solutions. The event's agenda included engaging discussions, keynote
speakers, and interactive sessions that was aimed to inspire and empower women at all
stages of their role in the tourism industry. One of the primary goals of this event was to
amplify the voices of women in tourism.

The Second Annual General Meeting of the Provincial Women in Tourism Chapter is a
testament to the dedication and determination of women in the Northern Cape's tourism
industry. Through collaboration, support, and active participation, we can collectively amplify
the voices of women in tourism, fostering an environment where they can thrive and
contribute significantly to the sector's growth and success.
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BOOST BUSINESS SHOWER 2023: A RECAP OF HERITAGE
TOURISM ENTREPRENEURSHIP EVENT

On Tuesday, 19th of September the MEC of Finance, Economic Development & Tourism, honorable
Abraham Vosloo visited Karos, in the David Kruiper local municipality, to deliver his Keynote
speech. The MEC was joined by the Mayor of Karos, Michael Segede. 

In the keynote speech, the MEC put more emphasis on early childhood developmentIn a
collaborative effort between the Department of Economic Development and Tourism and Digify
Africa's Digital Marketing Boot Camp, the Boost Business Shower 2023 unfolded at the iconic
William Humphrey’s Gallery on the 4th of October 2023, leaving a lasting impact on entrepreneurs
in the heritage tourism sector.

The theme, "Amplifying Diverse Voices in Heritage Tourism Entrepreneurship," set the stage for a
dynamic event, bringing together industry leaders, seasoned entrepreneurs, and digital marketing
experts. Attendees were treated to a wealth of insights, strategies, and expert knowledge aimed at
empowering small businesses in the digital age.

The ongoing Digify Africa Digital Marketing Boot Camp in Kimberley added another feather to its
cap with the Boost Business Shower. Successful candidates from the boot camp were awarded
prestigious certifications, including Meta Digital Marketing Associate Certification, Google Ads and
Analytics Certification, and Content Marketing Certification. These certifications are regarded as
crucial tools for success in the rapidly evolving landscape of digital marketing.

The Boost Business Shower provided a platform for entrepreneurs to engage in interactive
discussions with industry leaders. Attendees had the opportunity to network with like-minded
individuals, fostering potential collaborations. The event aimed to equip entrepreneurs with
digital marketing skills essential for navigating the challenges and opportunities in the heritage
tourism sector.

Entrepreneurs who attended the Boost Business Shower not only gained valuable insights but also
became part of a community committed to diversity and inclusion in entrepreneurship. 
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The event highlighted the importance of amplifying diverse voices for the collective growth of
the heritage tourism industry.

The event attracted a diverse group of entrepreneurs, each eager to leverage the knowledge
shared and skills acquired during the event.

ACCREDITED NAIL TECHNICIAN TRAINING

The Department of Economic Development and Tourism embarked on an accredited level 2
nail technician training for 30 ladies in the Frances Baard district, Kimberley on 04-14
December 2023. The purpose of the training was to empower the unemployed young ladies
to get into the personal care industry and increase their participation in the provincial
economic growth by converting subsistence-based business into high-growth and
competitive ventures. A number of 30 women were identified from a consolidated database
from DEDAT, SEDA and Department of Social Services. The women empowerment unit
embarks on a number of training opportunities offered to women with the objective to
ensure they develop skills with the overall aim of assisting in poverty alleviation and
reducing unemployment.
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MEC VOSLOO ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS WITH THE
ELDERLY PEOPLE

Today saw elders and persons living with disabilities from
Askham and Rietfontein spending time with the MEC for
Finance, Economic Development and Tourism, Hon
Abraham Vosloo as part of his Christmas Parties
Programme for the festive season.

This was the first leg of 4 which will see other elders from
various areas enjoying a meal with the MEC.

In his remarks, MEC Vosloo thanked the elderly for their
constant contribution in society and made mention that
when they rally behind a positive course it always comes
to pass.



WELCOME
 The Head of Department Mr. T. Mabija and staff of Department of

Economic Development and Tourism would like to welcome 
Ms R Moretlwa, Ms P Seekoei, Mr K Mokgalagadi, we wish them a

fruitful stay furthermore. We also congratulate Mr G Boltman and 
Ms R Dungu on their promotion and we wish them well in their future

endevours. 

Department of Economic Development and Tourism
Corner of Knight & Stead Street

Metlife Towers Building, 13th Floor
Kimberley 8301

Tel: 053- 839 4000
Fax: 053- 831 3668

Intranet: http://econ.ncpg.gov.za:443
Website: http://www.northern-cape.gov.za/dedat/
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