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Concept Draft for a Smart City Symposium

Background

Kimberley, many years ago, was a leading mining town in the World. Over time that position has
changed, influenced by factors such as the availability of resources, economic conditions,
environmental impacts, and societal changes. History shows that mining towns, over time, face
similar perils. However, it is important to note that the specific trajectory and outcomes of
mining towns can vary depending on various factors, including the location, type of mining,
regional context, history, diversification of the economy...

Introduction

Kimberley is changing. The shine of diamonds is inevitably fading away as mines move to their
end of life. History demonstrates for many “mining-towns” what future lies ahead. Undergoing
a transition from a mining town, to a modern growing city is no easy task. However, Kimberley
has not only government as an anchor, but a university as well. It is on their foundation and
Kimberley’s ergonomic change that the concept of a Smart City Symposium is proposed to
stimulate a conversation between policymakers, town planners, urban designers, industry and
other stakeholders, to discuss and explore the concept of Kimberley becoming a smart city and
its implications for planning. The symposium will provide a platform for knowledge sharing,
collaboration, and the exchange of ideas on creating a sustainable, innovative, knowledgeable
and technologically advanced town.

Objectives
The main objectives of the Smart City Symposium are as follows:
- To enhance understanding of the concept of smart cities and its relevance to planning.
- To explore the potential benefits and challenges of implementing smart city initiatives.
- To discuss best practices, case studies, and success stories of smart city projects.

- To identify key principles, strategies, and frameworks and actions that need to be
implemented in order to integrating smart technologies to be implemented in Kimberley.




- To foster collaboration and networking among government, business, academia and civil
society for smart city planning and development.

Potential Topics for Discussion

The symposium will cover a range of topics related to smart cities and planning, including but
not limited to:

- Smart city reference models and frameworks.

- Sustainable and resilient urban development.

- Integration of technology and data in urban planning processes.
- Smart mobility and transportation solutions.

- Energy-efficient and green infrastructure.

- Citizen engagement and participatory planning.

- Digital governance and data privacy.

- Smart city financing and investment strategies.

- Case studies of successful smart city projects.

Format and Structure

The Smart City Symposium will consist of presentations, discussions, questions and answers
(Q&A), and networking sessions. The symposium programme will be organized to present the
topics in thematic tracks that serve as the foundations for building a smart city. Each track will
feature an expert speaker who will share their knowledge and experiences and a portion of
time will be set-aside for Q&A.

Participants

The symposium will be is open to government, business, academia and civil society targeting,
town planners, urban designers, architects, policymakers, researchers, industry professionals,
technology providers, and other stakeholders involved in planning and smart city development.
The symposium will encourage participation from all sectors to foster collaboration and
knowledge exchange.

Deliverables
The symposium will produce the following deliverables:

- Proceedings summarizing the key discussions, insights, and recommendations from the
symposium.
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- Case study compendium showecasing successful smart city projects.
- Inputs for development of a Smart City Strategy.

- Networking opportunities and collaborations among participants.

Timeline

Ideally, the Smart City Symposium should be scheduled to take place over two days, tentatively
during the first or second week of April. The exact schedule and agenda will be developed and
communicated to participants closer to the event.

Organizers

The Smart City Symposium is organized by the Department of Economic Development and
Tourism, in collaboration with Sol Plaatje University and Sol Plaatje Municipality. Additional
partners will be sought from the private sector. An organizing committee, representative of the
organizers will oversee the planning, logistics, and execution of the symposium.

Registration and Participation

An official website will be posted for interested individuals and organizations to register for the
symposium or by contacting members of the organizing committee.

Conclusion

The Smart City Symposium is a first step towards fostering a conversation, knowledge sharing,
collaboration, and innovation in preparing a strategy for smart city development. By bringing
together experts and stakeholders, the symposium is intended to stimulate conversation on
Smart City development and will contribute to the advancement of planning for a sustainable,
growing and technologically advanced Smart City Kimberley.

Reference
Department of Economic Development and Tourism, Smart City Concept, Economic Intelligence
Report, 2023.



